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February 9, 2001 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with applicant's duty of disclosure under Rules 56, 97 and 98 of the Rules 
of Practice for Patent Cases (37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98 respectively), the following 
reference is provided for the Examiner. A copy of this reference is submitted herewith along 
with a completed form PTO-1449. 


0683384.01 



1 . U.S. Patent No. 5,459,874 to Meredith. 

This reference is cited only as constituting the closest art of which applicant is aware. It 
is respectfully submitted that the claims patentably define over the above reference. 

No fee is believed to be payable in connection with the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. If a fee is, however, deemed to be payable, please charge such additional 
fees due to deposit account 20-1507. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 


Troutman Sanders LLP 
600 Peachtree Street, N.E. 
Suite 5200 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-2216 
(404) 885-3582 


Respectfully submitted, 



Rdger S. Williams 
Registration No. 43,273 


Attorney for Applicant 


0683384.01 


2 


